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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is response to Amendment filed on 06/04/09. Examiner would like to withdraw 
Final Office Action mailed on 07/06/09. Since this new rejection was not necessitated by amendment, the 
present Office Action is made Non-Final. 

Claims 1-8 and 1 1-28 are present for examination. 

Claims 9-10 are cancelled. 

Claims 29-30 are withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 1 1-20, 25-26, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Littmann (US 3,157,201) in view of Diaz etal. (US 5,693,021) or Fujii (US 6,485,483, cited from IDS). 

Littmann discloses, Figs. 1-5, a device comprising: a container 24, 200 (as know that the valve 
element 200 is constructed in the same manner as the fluid exchange valve 15 described in Figs. 1-4) 
provided with a cover 26, 126; the container having a bottom, perimeter walls; an internal chamber 80; at 
least one connection 28-31 (Fig. 1-4), 101, 102, 204 (Fig. 5) extending from external lateral surface of the 
container; a rotating platform 23, 90, 99; a pin 21-22 integral with said rotating platform; an actuator 20 for 
rotation of said pin; at least one closing means 202, 402 having a pointed ended (Fig. 5); a receiving 
housing 103, 105 for holding the closing means 202, 402; an opening for passage of the closing means 
being fixed on the rotating platform with the opening turned towards the perimeter walls; a releasing 
housing 103 or 203; the closing means has undercut portions and is held spring loaded 403 radially inside 
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the releasing housing; a means coupling to connection such as syringe or 404; a reference marks 60, 61 , 
not only that, the reference mark as an indicia is very well-known in the art so that the users know the 
status or location of the rotation of knob handle. 

Littmann shows that the connection such as 28-31 (Fig. 1-4), 101, 102, 204 (Fig. 5) connected to 
syringe or catheter or reservoir. Therefore, a syringe 13 or catheter 14 is considered as a connector 
between the connection and the container 24, 200. Littman does not show that the connector comprising 
a sleeve coupled to the connection, said connector comprising a spring abutting between the sleeve and 
a charging handgrip. 

a) Littmann in view of Diaz : 

Diaz discloses a connector (catheter exchange syringe 10) comprising: a tubular element 12; a 
sleeve 22, 20 (Figs. 1-3); wherein the portion of 22 can be coupled to the connection or other device; the 
connector comprising: a spring 30 abutting between the sleeve and a charging handgrip 66 or 46 (Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Littmann in view of Diaz with a connector (as a syringe with spring), as 
taught by Diaz, in order to compress or place under tension to act as a source of potential energy for 
driving the syringe piston portion, while in the unloaded position, the syringe has released its potential 
energy and has driven the piston through the barrel. 

As noted that, The combination between the device of Littmann and Diaz will bring the result such 
as: when the syringe of Diaz inserted into the connection at interconnection 28-31 (Fig. 1-4), 101, 102, 
204 (Fig. 5) of Littmann, from there, the charging handgrip, the sleeve and spring of Diaz being arranged 
so as to bring the end portion of tubular element of Diaz closer to one of the receiving and releasing 
housings of Littmann by pushing element 52, then the spring 30 compressed (see Fig. 3 of Diaz). 

b) Alternatively, Littmann in view of Fujii: 

Fujii discloses similar device in Figs. 1, 14-16 comprising: container with a cover 13; a connection 
18 being engaged with a connector 12 comprising a sleeve 12b or 1 1 coupled to the connection, said 
connector 12 comprising a spring 44 abutting between the sleeve and a charging handgrip 41; wherein 
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the charging handgrip, sleeve and spring being arranged so as to bring the end point of tubular element 
closer to one of the receiving and releasing housings. 




It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Littmann in view of Fujii with a connector, as taught by Fujii, in order to 
compress or place under tension to act as a source of potential energy for securing between the 
connector and the device. 

Claims 1-3, 7-8, 1 1-20, 25-26, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Fuson et al. (US 3,957,082) in view of Diaz et al. (US 5,693,021). 

Fuson discloses a container 20 provided with the cover 29; at least one connection 60; a rotating 
platform 47 (Fig. 3) a pin 45 integral with the rotating platform; an actuator 47 for rotating of the pin; at 
least one closing means 80; a receiving housing 37, 41; a releasing housing 39; an opening 55 for 
passage of the closing means being fixed on the rotating platform with the opening turned towards 
perimeter walls (Figs. 6-8); a reference marks 61, 63, 65, 67, 69, 71. 

As known that, the syringe (as a connector) can be connected to the connection 60 or the ports 
80 of connecting tube 37, 41 . Fuson does not show that the connector comprising a sleeve, spring. 

Diaz discloses that a syringe is as a connector and can be inserted into the connecting lines 37, 
39, 41 or Fuson; wherein the syringe of Diaz comprising a spring abutting between the sleeve and a 
charging handgrip, also see the rejection above of Diaz in view of Littmann for more details. 
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It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Littmann in view of Diaz with a connector (as a syringe with spring), as 
taught by Diaz, in order to compress or place under tension to act as a source of potential energy for 
driving the syringe piston portion, while in the unloaded position, the syringe has released its potential 
energy and has driven the piston through the barrel. 

Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Littmann in view of 
Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz and further in view of Folden (US 5,336,173). 

Littmann in view of Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. They do not suggest that the receiving or releasing housing contained disinfecting povidone gel; 
the connection with a fracture membrane. 

Folden suggests that the tube can be filled with a sterilizing iodine agent (povidone), col. 5, lines 
22+); a scoring line 238 or fracture membrane to separate the tubes (Fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Littmann in view of Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz, with disinfecting 
agent and fracture membrane, as taught by Folden, in order to prevent the growing of bacteria at the 
connection lines; and the purpose of provide a fracture membrane to separate the tubes easily. 

Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Littmann in view of 
Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz and further in view of Suzuki et al. (US 2004/0031756). 

Littmann in view of Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Littmann in view of Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz do not suggest that a visual means of 
indication of the number of cycles of dialysis. 

Suzuki suggests that a dialysis apparatus comprising a visual means of indication of the number 
of cycles of dialysis (see Abstract and Fig. 12). 
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It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Littmann in view of Diaz/Fujii or Fuson in view of Diaz with a visual 
indication, as taught by Suzuki, in order to recognize the number of the cycles of peritoneal dialysis. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 1 1-28 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Quynh-Nhu H. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-3228. The examiner can normally 
be reached on 6:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



/Nicholas D Lucchesi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3763 
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Examiner 
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